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To TAs 
RIGHT REVEREND 


"7 


Lord Biſhop of DU RHAM. 


My Loxp, | Toft, May 10, 1746. 


| T HE Acceptance this little Diſcourſe has met with, as J have, occa- 
& fionally, preach'd it, has often raiſed in me the Thought of ſending it 
into the World, by itſelf, a ſort of voluntary free- will Offering for 
its Service. Not from any Merit there is, or can be, in il, in my 0wn, 
or any other Perſon's Opinion, as a Compoſition, but to further that . 
| Good, which, ſuch as it is, it bas had the Happineſs of being thought cal- 
culated to promote, by ſome of its occaſional Hearers, of whoje ſincere 
Pitty, and: moſt. eminent Chriſtianity I bave the higheſt Aſſurance. And 
ꝛoben. I reſolved on this, I thought humbly conſigning it into your Lox D- 
SH1P*s Hands, might not be judged unnatural in me, nor unacceptable to 
your LorDpsH1P, whilſt I am not guilty of the Preſumption, for the ſake 
of. palliating any of its Imperfections, but io grace, recommend, and en- 
force whatever may be efteemed worthy of Forgiveneſs in it. 
| But I have a more. particular Reaſon for the Liberty T take with your 
LoRDSHIP, on this Occaſion, The Point which it chiefly preſſes, viz. 
« The babituating ourſelves to dwell on our Title to Immortality, Thecon- 
« netting in our Thoughts our endleſs Reverſion in another State of Being, 
* wil our temporary, caſual, Poſſeſſion this,“ bas been ſo frequently 
the Subject of the private Converſations, with which your Lox DSHI Bas, 
for ſo many Years, occaſionally bonoured me, that it is little elſe, than re- 
turning your LoR DSHIP your Own, to ſend it to You; drawn up, bow- 
ever, (it is to be remembred) by my imperfect Pen, not by your Lok D- 
S$H1P's maſterly one. N 5 . 
Vur Lorpsniy knows how much, and how long * it has been my Opi- 
nion, (and I bave always had your Lox DSHIP's concurring with me in 
it) © That it becomes every rational Creature, conſcious of bis Being, to 
made the Conſideration of ** What the Nature and Extent of it is, the 
Fit Objed? of any Capacity he has of exerting bis rational Powers As, 
N PILLS, ® See a Letter to a Bencher, &c, | | 
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d 4 patural n mortality.“ That great Adverſary e 


© to make it as happy to him, as be can, is, and ought," ayhwed!y, to be 
* the principal one.” SO 
Now the great Point, or very Git of the Chriſtian Religion, appears to 
me to be, That it aboliſhes Death, and reftores Us to, what I may call, 
In Thy Adve an Nature, 4 
whoſe original and hoſtile Jntercourſe with. Mankind We bave fort (ub 
very imperfeft) Glimmerings given us in boly-I/rit, may be ſaid to have © 
got a Point againſt Us in our Death, but 450 be ſaid as truly, that 


S 


I * * - 


and Converſations endeavour to live up 10 iI. 


« % * 


But what muſt I ſay of **-How ihe Caſe Hands with the generality of 
<« thoſe who bear the ſacred Name of Chriſtian,” of all Ranks, and De- 


 grees of Men, as to any Senſe in their Minds, What that Religion is 
c they profeſs, What the glorious Expectancies it holds out to them are, 


mrs 10 me, 
that tb: 


generality 


enerality of: Cbriſtian People in. our Nation carry about zpith them, ©* 4. 
2 N 97 of God, of the Nor Coo FANS eee : in Meir. 
„Words, and Actions, under his Inspection, or any conjiſtent fi d Noti-* 
«© on of a future State that real is ingrafted on their Natures,” Than the 
. Heathen Uſufruftuarys of the ſame Spot of Earth they occupy did befor? 

them. And when they come to die, It is, equaly, a forced Put, 4 
« Leap in the Dark they, know. not where vt e e 
I bence is is, My Log p, that Men in a Chriſtian Country, Chriſtians” 
themſelves in Profeſſion, are yet ſo little Chriſtians Tleave' others 19 gueſs 
but whenceſcever it ariſes, the Profaneneſs, (by which I mean, that moſt de- 
teſtable Practice of curſing, and ſwearing at every turn) Lewdneſs, and 
Impiety, and.extreme Ignorance of. our Religion. in the World is io be ſeen 
and felt, and ought io be confeſs # and lamented by all. One untontradic-" 
table Evidence of the prevailing deplorable Ignorance, is, Me little real 
«© Happineſs that. there is, confeſſedly, io be met with, among all Ranks | 
« and Devrees / . or oo 

A Chriſtian as never intended to wait for the Happineſs of Heaven: 
till be came thither, he was 10 have it in hand, here, tho the Glory of it 
was to be reſerved for him, till hereafter. * But what heterogeneous. ane 
inconſiſtent Means cf. Happineſs are purſued by thoſe who. as little difbelieve' 

_ Chriſtianity (notwithſtanding. our. pretended modiſh Infidelity) in their 
Minds, as by their Lives 12. ſeem io believe it? And as for any ſuperior 
Knowledge of the ineſtimable Prize of their high Calling as Chriſtians, the 
(/o called) Chriſtian Engliſt World, from the Higheſt to the Loweſt, ſeem- 
10 he no more appriꝝ d of it (their publick Purſuits and Diverſions being, 
for the moſt part, abſolutelyincon/iſtent with any ſach Knowledge) than the 
<vi1d Indians, on the firſt Diſcovery of America, were of the Value of 
= 3 Gold, whilſt they. barter'd it away for Bits of Braſs, and 
What has the pretended (J ſay pretended, for there are very few of the 
Pretenders to Infidelity, that have Senfe enough to be real) Infidels, 
What bas the Debauchee, A bat the Voluptuous, he Profane, the 
Lewd, the Worldling, What is the Produce of our Maſquerades, Ri- 
dotto's, everlaſting Cardings, in our Routs, Riots, Drums, Hurricanes, 
Tumults, &c. &c. (———Iords a Man cannot commit to writing, with- 
ou Bluſhing at the Folly of them) but Comforts. of ib Value of Bits of 
Braſs and Tinſel, a few Beads, or Pieces of Looking-Glaſs in lieu of the 


l deſire here, and in what follows, to be taken right. Particular Exceptions, 
undoubtedly, there are who thin and act, conſequentialy; as to Religion, as all Men 
are wont to do in other Matters, and I pray Heaven to encreaſe their Number. But 
the general Caſe is as I ſtate it. EE | 

AS Satisfation 


* 
2 


. Happineſs the Chriſtian Religion holds out to its Pro Y 
- and the ſolid Conſolation it never fails to give a ſincere Profeſſor in Hand? 


Satisfaftion ariſing to a ſerious Mind, from the opt Gl and 
E 


ors, in Futurity, 


What are our Bibles become, which contain ſo great a Treaſure, and 
are the everlaſting Source of ſuch ſincere Delight to thoſe who know 
tow to uſe them, but hardly to be admitted part of our Houſhold Furni- 


ture, or, if they are bought.in, laid out of Sight, and rarely ever made 


uſe of? What is the Lord's-Day itſelf, become, that was weekly intended 
to anticipate Heaven, and to put us for the ſeventh part of our Time, here, 
as it were, in Poſſeſſion of that which we are to paſs Eternity in, (if we 


. were what we ſhould be,) but, to Gentle and Simple, alike, the idleſt 


Day of the Seven, to be ſlept, debaucht, or journeyed, or * burricaned 
1f the following Diſcourſe, My Lotn, accredited and authorized by 
your Lox Dsnie's great and truly venerable Name, as to its Well-mean- 
ingneſs, not to any of its Imperfections, ſhould happen to awaken any of 
its Readers, either Male or Female, out of that Lethargy and Stupor they 
are in, as to the real Concern of an immortal Being, I ſhall think myſelf 
very happy; nor will, I am perſuaded, be indifferent to your Lorpsnie, 
The Acceſſorineſ5 which you have toward ſo great a Good, by my Preſumption. 
That your Loks nir may long live the Glory of your venerable Order, 
that your fingular Humanity, Sweetneſs of Temper, as well as your great 
perſonal and truly paſtoral Abilities, may be copied by all who fhall come 
after You, down through all ſucceeding Ages, and when in God's good 
Time you are taken from us (to the ineſtimable Grief of thoſe Tou honour” 
evith Your Friendſhip, aud to mine in particular ſhould it be my Hap to 
ſurvive You) to poſſeſs the Reward that is laid up for the Righteous, 


may it be with an Euthanaſy, is and will be the tarneſt Prayer of | 


Tor Lonbsnir's moſt dutiful Son, 
and moſt highly Obliged, moſt 
Obedient, and moſt humble Servant, 
: Roszär Waarizy! 


71 
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A confuſed meeting of Comfany of both Sexes on Sundays, is called a Hurricane, 
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Then ARI FA ſaid unto Paul, & Almoſt thow | 
ferſuadeſt me to be a Chriſtian,” . 


: 
+.%, es 2-4 
a 


OV all, I am perſuaded, know ſo well on what Occafion 
_ theſe Words were ſpoken, that it would be very unneceſ- 
ſarily ſpending your Time to enlarge upon it. St. Pavi, 
. in the courſe of his Miniſtry was obliged often to anſwer 
for himſelf, in preaching the bleſſed Tidings of the Goſpel; and, 
here, is brought before Acrieea and FesTvus (the one a King of part 
of Judea, the other a Roman Governor over the reſt) on the ſame Ac- 
count. We find him in Chapter the 24th accuſed before another G- 
vernor, for being a peſtilent Fellow, à Mover of Sedition, a Prophaner 
of the Temple——and what not ? He there makes his Defence in ſuch 
a Manner as to get the better of his Accuſers, in part; as that though 
he is not ſet at liberty, he is not condemned. —— Nay, brings his 
Fudge, in part, over to him. For as he reaſoned of Righteouſneſs, 
or Juſtice, of Temperance, or (as the Word more particularly de- 
notes,) Chaſtity, and a Judgment to come, FELIX, (the Governor, 
before whom he pleads his Cauſe, being a great Oppreſſor, and no- 
toriouſly a very letod Man) trembled. This could never have been if 
 Feiix had not thought there was ſome Truth in what St. Paul had 
laid before him. Tho? the Power and Prevalence of his Corruptions 
Bi ö : ; 3 


*. 
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2 The CHRISTIAN. 
were ſo great as to hinder him from ſubmitting to the Apoſtle's Doc- 
trine, yet the Light of that great Vicegerent of God in us all, Conſcience, 
was not ſo obſcured in him, tho' a meer Heathen, as not to reproach 
Him for the well-known Wickedneſs of his Life, and on the Apoſtle's 
Repreſentation ſtrike an Ave into him at the Conſequences of it. . 
And as he halv'd it in his Mind with reſpect to Bimſelf, fo he did 
in his Judgment with reſpect to St. Paur. He neither condemns him 
nor ſets him at Liberty, but keeps him in Priſon, and there FEsrus, 
his Succeſſor, finds him; Who in the Chapter of my Text calls him 
before himſelf, and Joins in Judgment with him King. AoriPpa.—— 
Phe Conſequence of St. Paul's Sermon ſeems to be much the ſame, 
here, as in the Chapter before mentioned. His Diſcourſe in Juſtifica- 
tion of himſelf, and of the holy Religion he profeſſes, meets with the 
ſame Friend and the ſame Foe in one of his Judges, at leaſt, King A- 
* GRIPPA.—** Almoſt thou perſuadeſt me to be a Chriſtian.” —— © Almeſt, 

not quite, indeed, but I am to @ degree, perſuaded of the Truth 
of what you ſay. I have ſomething within telling me that all you 
e ſay of a Judgment to come, and the Reaſons, you urge from thence | 
«* for our living ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly, cannot be all Delu- 
& fion, or meer Cant and Enthuſiaſm.—Tho? I cannot readily bring 
s myſelf co ſubmit. to the Truth of it, I have ſomething within ſug- 
TY 1 LASTIT that all this hangs very well together, and tho* your 
Doctrine of a Renovation of Liſe after Death, by a Reſurrection of 
<«< the Body itſelf, be, indeed, neto to me, it muſt, I am ſenſible; be 
eit hin the Power of him that gave Life to change it, wholly to take 
it away, or reſtore it at his Pleaſure.” —— Then AcriePa ſaid unto 
Paul, . Almoſt thou per ſuadeſt me to be a Chriſtian. re eros 

_ Alas! (methinks, I hear you all. fay,) what Harm had it been to. 
bim, if he had ſuffered himſelf quite to have become fo ?——This is 
a natural Reflection to ariſe in all our Minds on reading this Paſſage 
of King AcRiyea, and yet at the fame time, how little do we think 


what but almaſt Chriſtians, we may be Ourſelves! There is more or 


leſs in all of Us, what we find, on this Occaſion, in King AcriyPa. 
The holy Doctrines of the Goſpel meeting with the ſame Friend and 
ſame Foe in human Nature, in general, as we find it did in him; and 
tho we may not carry Things ſo far, as with Xing Acrieea to let the 
Foe within us to it, cauſe us totally to reject it, yet it is too much to 
be feared, that many of the outward Profeſſors of our holy Religion 
carry an evil Heart of Unbelief within them, and either from a Want 
of due Conſideration . What it is to be a Chriſtian, What the 8 

| | £1 vileges 


. 


| tak a 


the CHRISTIAN. | | 8 & 


vilepes and Prerogatives are of being ſuch, or by Reaſoh of the Oppo- 
ſition of the carnal Mind to its holy Precepts, do not heartily embrace 
it, ſo as to expreſs the Fucerity of their Belief, (the only Way i it Can 
be truly expreſs d) by a ſuitable Liſe and Converſation. | 

Ignorance has been ſaid to be the Mother of Devotion; but, as I 
conceive, very improperly : For what can that Devotion he chat is 


not grounded on Knowledge? But if in any Senſe it can be ſaid to be 


the Mother of Devotion, tho in a very abuſive one, it can, on the 


other hand, very properly and very juſtly be ſaid, that it is wholly 


owing to Enorance that there is ſo much Impicty and Prophaneneſs, 


and ſo little true Religion and Devotion in the Chriſtian World; and, 


in particular, that the Chriſtian Religion, the only Religion, in itſelf, 


worthy of Man, when (as it may be with. us) it is profeſſed in its Pu- 


rity, has any profeſs'd Oppoſers in its genuine Faith and Practice, 
There being nothing that makes ſo much of human Nature as it, if 
Regard be had to the Exaltation and Refinement of our true Happi- 


neſs in this preſent State, nothing that has greater Evidence for its 


certain Truths, or that holds out to us ſo grout and fo aſſured a Con- 
folation from a future Proſpect. 


I hope I ſhall not be thought to make an ill uſe of the Words 1 have 


read to you of King Ac RIPPA, if I take Occaſion from them to put 

you briefly in Mind, “ What it is to be a Chriſtian,” laying before 
you ſome of the Privileges and Prero Aber of being ſo, but of being 
ſo not what AcRPPA ſaid of himſel 


but ſuch a one as St. Paul wiſh'd he was, and which if he were now 


alive would wiſh Us every one to be, not only an almſt but an alta- 


gether ſuch. By which we ſhall ſee what King AcRieya Joſt, by not 


belly aſfenting and giving himſelf up to it, and what Ve ourſelves 


| ſhall jncur the Danger of loſing, if, throngh an Heart of Unbelief, cr 


evil Practice, we ſuffer ourſelves, norwithſtanding « our outward Pro- 
feſſion, to fall ſhort of. 


« To be a Chriſtian,” is to be entitled to a Reste cen 3 the 


Dead, and to live eternally with God in Glory. It is to be put in the 


ſame Condition as ff ue had never ind, nor ever died. Chriſt came 


to do away the Guilt of Sin in his faithful Diſciples, and to dar | 
Death the Wages of it. 8 


Death and Sin are the unnatural State of any of God”: s en! 


+ Gy —— God created us all for Immortality and Glory. But 
without enquiring, how it came to be otherwiſe, or that Sin and 


. Death got hold of us, or attend-our Natutes (fruitleſs, uncertain, and 


T | unnec eſſary 


he was, An almoſt Chriſtian; 


* 
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4 The CHRISTIAN: 

unneceſſary Subject of Contention, never clearly revealed to us,) the Taæ 

being plain of our Liableneſs to Mortality, the Diſeaſe of Sin, well known 

and owledged, it ſhall be my preſent Buſineſs 

free ourſelves from the wretched Condition we are avowedly in, and 

bow we may reſtore ourſelves to the original State we were deſigned 
for, the Happineſs and Glory for which we were created. For this 

Chriſtianity was intended, this is the true Object of the Goſpel, this is 


to conſider how to 


clearly and evidently laid before us, in the infallible Marks and Cha- 


raters ſcattered up and down in our ſacred Writings of it, and the 
Means manifeſtly laid before us, how to make thoſe Characters our own. 
This Renewal of our Natures in and under Chriſt to our original 
Pretenſions, is the great Myſtery which had been hid from Ages and 
Generations,” but which (as the Apoſtle ſays) was now, i. e. by Chriſt 
and the Teachers of his Religion made manifeſt to his Saints, i. e. to thoſe 
that embrace it; but to very little Purpoſe handed down to us, in 
theſe latter Ages of the World, if we will not, in the ſame Apoſtles 
Words to Timothy, lay bold on it. | wh | 25 
Our natural State muſt be/confeſs'd, for rational Creatures, to be a 
very unnatural one. We carry about with us a Diſinclination to know 
and acquaint ourſelves with the Will of our Creator, and when known 
and acquainted with, an Averſion to practiſe it, and make it our Rule 
of Life. We are under the Vaſſalage of Sin, the Power of wicked 


Diſpoſitions, alienated from God, and have a Law in our Members 
warring againſt the Law of our Minds, and too often, alas, carrying 


the Day againſt it, and ſubjefting us to its Pleaſure. The Conſequence 
of all which in us, is to be temporal Death, as it is, and it would have 
been eternal Death, had not God fo loved the World as to give bis only 


begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth on him ſhould not periſh, but have 5 


everlaſting Life. - "oy 

Well, then, let this be conſidered. As we are, we are ſinful Crea- 
tures, obnoxious to Death and Miſery, temporal andeternal. To be 
Chriſtians, is to free ourſelves from this our Obnoxiouſnefs to bozh. It 


is to put ourfelves in a Condition to brave both Death and Hell, and 
put us into Poſſeſſion of the Right of ſaying with the Apoſtle, 


ro 
with Spirit and Comfort, O Death, where is thy Sting? O Grave, 
here is thy Victory? The Sting of Death is Sin, and the Strength 
of Sin is the Law, but Thanks be to God who giveth us the Victory, 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. ?“ | 1 


It is this Yifory which God gives us, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


* 


by his Miniſtration and Interceſſion, over Death, and the Grave and 


e 


— 
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Hell, and the King of it, the Devil, that evil Spirit, that worketh in 
the Children of Diſobedience, which a Man's being a Chriſtian puts him 
in Poſſeſſion of. And who is there that hears me that would not be 
glad to ſee ſubdued under him ſuch dreadful, and terrifying Foes? 


How ghaſtly is Death! How loathſome the Grave! And yet it 4 


muſt come to be the Portion of every 2 us, and God only knows 
how ſoon to any of us, as well as it has overtaken ſo many that lie 


around us. — How dreadful and terrifying to look into a Grave, 


and to fee a Corpſe let down.into it? Who can bear the Thoughts 
that he himſelf muſt take his Turn, muſt come to be ſeen by others 
to take bis Station before them, and be committed to our own com- 


mon Mother the Earth, from whence our - firſt Parent was taken, a 


cold Lump of lifeleſs Clay, Earth to Earth, Duſt to Duſt, Abbes 10 


Aſhes, as he ſees others take their Station there before him, in the like 


ſolemn awful Manner, and his Deſtiny determined to all Eternity ? 


But what is either Death or the Grave, (could we bear with Patience 
the Thought of the Ove, or without a ſecret Horror ſeizing us, look into 
the Other,) to that which muſt certainly follow it, If we are not 


« Chriſtians,” I mean, Hell, and the State of the Dammedꝰ That 
Place, where, in our Saviour's own Words, The Worm dieth not, and 


the Fire is not quenched, where there will be weeping and gnaſbing of 


Teeth, without Remiſſion and without End. And in St. Fobn's, his be- 
loved Diſciple, The Lake which burneth with Fire and Brimſtone, 
whoſe Smoke aſcendeth up for eper, and for ever. Or, who is there 


that can dwell, in the Words of the Prophet, with everlaſting Bpinings ? 
Or, ſtand in their Guilt before that God, who muſt from the Purity 


and Holineſs of his Nature, as well as from his expreſs Declaration, 
neceſſarily be to them a conſuming Fire 4 „ 

Who, in his Senſes, would not be any Thing, and do any thing to 
avoid ſuch of theſe Things as can be avoided? Or to deſtroy and render 
of no Effect thoſe that can not. Death and the Grave can not, but 


theſe may be rendered ineffectual and made of no Account. For who 
regards the Loſs of himſelf for a Night's Sleep, when he is ſure of 


waking the following Day? And this is the Caſe of Death with a 
Chriſtian. It has no more hold of him than a Night's Sleep has. He 
reſts a little from the Cares, and Toils, and Miſeries, and Diſtractions 
of this Life, and then riſes never to die, never to ſuffer, never ſo much 
as to ſleep any more. And as to Hell and the Devil, to a Chriſtian 

y are quite out of the Queſtion, © They never were made for him. 
Let no one wonder here, on the one hand, or flatter himſelf, on the 
FE» B 2 e | other, 
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other, that I put not the Word true in, in ſpeaking of a Chriſtian, 
who is to defy Death, the Grave, and Hell; for he is not a Chriſtian, 
who is not a true Chriſtian : He is not entitled to the Privileges that 
Chriſt purchaſed for all his faithful Servants, who is not his Faithful 
Servant, and no one is a Chriſtian, that is not a true Chriſtian. - The 
Name and the outward Profeſſion will be found to go for nothing; it 
is the Reality, the being a Chriſtian, that is to do the Thing, the con- 
forming ourſelves to the Performance of thoſe Duties, the Avoidance 
of thoſe Sins, the being actually endow'd with thoſe Graces and Vir- 
tues which our Lord and Maſter was the great Pattern of, that is re- 


* 


quired of thoſe who profeſs themſelves Members of his Church, and 
are to hope at all to be the better for being ſo. N 

Were we indeed in that initiatory Ceremony of our holy Religion, 
Baptiſm, baptized into a Belief ozly of the Merit of Chriſt's Death, t 
our having Hopes and entertaining Aſſurances, that God would here- 
after receive us to his Mercy, and crown us with Immortality for his, _ 
Sake, let our Lives be led as they might, the Matter would be far' © 
otherwiſe, and little need at any Time be ſaid m thoſe who bear the 
Name of Chriſtians, to be ſuch indeed; Or, if Men, by Virtue of 
their Chriſtianity, had no relation to a Futurity, much leſs to an 
Eternal one, and after a ſhort uncertain State of Being, here, were to 
leave it, and never be heard of any more, the Matter would be much 
the ſame. But there is no ſuch 1 Man tho' a Mortal is really 
an immortal Creature. Nor can any Man, at Pleaſure, diveſt himſelf 
of all Apprehenſions of a Hereafter ; and for a Man, who is a Chrif- 
tian, to pretend to it is a Contradiction. He is baptized into the Be- 
lief of an eternal one, and renounces his Religion when he but doubts 


of it; as he does his Title to common Senſe, while he, as a Chriſtian, 


believes it, and is indifferent about preſerving in his Mind a Senſe of 
the Conditions by which he is to ſecure to himſelf a happy Eternity, 
or when he is well acquainted with them is careleſs in the performing 
them. Tis from Chriſt only we are to learn what we are, here, and 
ſubjef to, hereafter. He gave ſufficient Evidence for the Truth of 
whatever he told us, and the moſt undoubted as well as the moſt 
intereſting of all he told us, is contained in the bleſſed Affurances of 
_ a Reſtoration to Life through a Reſurrection from the Dead, and of a 
Life in the World to come, through his Mediation, to all Eternity. 
We meet with his, and his Apoſtles Declarations of this in every Page 
of our holy Writ, of the New Teſtament, and this was confirmed be- 
yond all Poſſibility of Doubt or Denial, to a reaſonable Mind, by his 
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own Reſurrection; but neither the one or the other is more certich, 
than that which the Ape tells us, That Chriſt is the Author of 
Salvation to Them, (and give me leave to add, as his Meaning) to 
Them only, who obey him. | 

Chriſt came to ſave us by refining, and exalting our depraved Na- 
ture, to free us from our Corruptions, and to purify to himſelf” a pe- 
culiar People, zealous of good Works; not to diſhonour it, Himſelf, 
and his, and (if we pleaſe, in and by him) or heavenly Father, by 
giving us the leaſt Encouragement to continue in a State of Diſobedi- 
ence to the holy and dignitying Laws ſet us by our great Creator, 
through any thing that he was to do, or /uffer for us in his own Per- 
ſon. And this is fo clearly held forth to us all, in the ſeveral Offices 
of our Church gf Baptiſm, Catechizing, Confirmation, and Sacra- 
ment of the Lord*s-Supper, (the ſeveral Steps taken towards the 
building up the Church of God by our holy Mother, ) that it is amaz- 
ing how any one profeſling himſelf a Chriſtian, and bidding in his 
Mind for Immortality, or hoping for Salvation, can pretend to ex- 
pect Mercy in and thro' Chriſt when he comes to die, who has not in 
the Courſe of his Life endeavoured to acquaint himſelf with his holy 
Laws, according to the Abilities and Opportunities he has had of ſo 

doing, and ſincerely made uſe of the Methods, by Hatchfulneſs and 
Prayer, as well as by Attendance on the outward Ordinances of Reli- 
gion for the due Obſervance of them; or, if he has had the Misfor- 
tune to have fail'd therein, has not timely ſecured to himſelf an In- 
tereſt in his Saviour, by the Method preſcribed to him for it, (the 
bleſſed News of the Acceptance of which he brought down from 
Heaven with him,) a fincere Repentance— giving the only Evidence 
thereof, a real Reformation. And I deſire every one who hears me 
(and that reads this) and deems himſelf a Chriſtian, to aſk himſelf, 
How the Caſe ſtands with him in this Reſpect ?—The Matter is of 
Conſequence, and a Right, under Chriſt, to a happy Immortality, very 
well worth our while not to be miſtaken in.— 15 15 

But to proceed. This then is to be a Chriſtian; To deſpiſe Death, 
and all its Terrors, The Devil, and all his infernal Powers. Death 

can indeed lay hold of him but cannot Held him. The Devil has no 
Share in him But this is not all, It is a great Happineſs to be free 
from Pain and Miſery, but a Man may be ſo, and yet not call him 
ſelf happy. To be. Happy is to be more than not to be miſerable; to 
be everlaſtingly happy, happy beyond all Expreſſion, infinitely be- 
yond what our higheſt Wiſhes or Hopes can at preſent * at, is 


think or talk of an abſolute Aſſurance, . 
from the humble Hopes of being, through Chriſt, in the Favour of 
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folzething more than barely not to be miſerable. And this the Chri/- 
Na has a Right to entertain the humble Hopes of, as he journeys on 


in Life towards the heavenly Jeruſalem, his final Home. 


I would not, by the way, in ſaying this be thought to countenance 
the vain idle Doctrine of a neceſſary, previous, abſolute Aſſurance, 


_ within every Man, of his Salvation, here, in order to his being en- 
ttitled to it hereafter ; but ſurely it is in every one's Power, if he will 
deal honeſtly with himſelf, to know as well, Whether he is true and 


« faithful to his eternal Maſter, as to any temporal one whatſoever, 
* and to have Comfort accordingly.”  _ | 
Can't a Man tell himſelf, Whether he ſets Cod before him, and 
«© honpurs his holy Name, his Word, and his Day? Whether he 
<« keeps his Body in Temperance, Soberneſs, and Chaſtity ? Whether 
e he is juſt, and true, in his Dealings? hurts no body by Word or 
«Deed, or bears no Malice or Hatred in his Heart? Whether he 


„ covets or. deſires or takes to himſelf at any time, other Mens Pro- 


«© perty? Whether he loves his Neighbour as himſelf, and endeavours 
< to do unto all Men, as he deſires they ſhould do unto him?“ —If a 


Man, on an impartial Survey of his own Behaviour, can anſwer ſuch 


not be ſo preſumptuous as to 


Dueries as theſe, uprightly, tho? he 
may aſſuredly take Comfort 


Cod, as, on the like conſcious dutiful Behaviour any one may of being 


ſo, of Man. God is a great Maſter of a great Family, as Man is of a 
lttle one, and px is the /ame Rule for the Servants of each to go by, 


to judge of their Acceptableneſs, namely, a conſcientious Obedience, 
from a Senſe of their M aſter*s Inſpection, his Reward and Puniſhment. 

But be it with the humble Chriſtian, as it will, the Word of God 
ſtands ſure, As ſoon as Death overtakes him, his Work is at an end, 
his Danger is over, He has God's Word for it, who can not lie, be- 


_ cauſe nothing can reſiſt bis Power, or make him change his Will. — 


He has God's own Word, That he ſhall, in due time, be raiſed to 
Glory, and be put in Poſſeſſion of Joys that neither Eye hath ſeen, 


<« nor Ear heard, nor ever has it, in this low State of Being, entred : 


o 


* jnto the Heart of Man to conceive any Reſemblance of. 


Wnar is here! Who is there that hears me read theſe bleſſed Pro- 
miſes that have not their Hearts warmed with them, that do not deſire 


to be put into a Way of making them their own? Why, to be a 
'- Chriſtian is to be put into Poſſeſſion of them: Be but Chriſtians and 


you enjoy them already. For Expettation from God, on God's Word, 
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on the Performance of any Condition he requires, is greater Security 
than even actual Poſſeſſion itſelf, for any earthly Thing whatſoever. 
Io be aChriſtian, is to be brought into the comfortable Hopes of en- 
joying that bleſſed State, Where there is Fulneſs of Joy, and the 

* « triumphant Preſence of that Being, at whoſe right Hand there are 
c“ Pleaſures for evermore; where God ſhall wipe away all Tears from 
ee their Eyes, and where there ſhall be no more Death, neither Sor- 
< row, nor Crying, neither ſhall there be any more Pain,” 

Methinks, on hearing this, all of you ſhould be ready with one 

Voice to call out upon me to tell you, Where is this to be come 
„ by?”” „ Where is this to be had?“ Ianſwer, once more, Be but 
&« Chriſtians, and it is all your own.“ —Open your Bibles, and fee. 
God ſo loved the World, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
cc whoſoever believeth in him,” (expreſſing ſuch Belief by his Faith- 
fulneſs to him) * ſhould not periſb, but have everlaſting Life.”” The 


Gift of God is eternal Life, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.“ © We 


& know that if our earthly Houſe of this Tabernacle were diffolved, 
<< we have a Building of God, an Houſe not made with Hands eter- 
<« nal in the Heavens.” * This Corruptible ſhall put on Incorruption, 


< and this Mortal ſhall put on Immortality.” —--* When Chriſt, who | 


<& is our Life“ (that is, the Author of our eternal Life) “ ſhall appear, 
e then ſhall we alſo appear with him in Glory. Chrift ſhall ge 
our vile Bodies, that they may be faſhioned like unto his glorious 
Body, according to theworking, whereby he is able to ſubdue all 
r + - - . „ 
And to name no more, but rather to recommend to you the turning 
over that much neglected Book that contains theſe glorious Soul-raviſh- 
ing Tidings, and Aſſurances, from God himſelf, the Chriſtian's Great 
Charter, the Bible, that lies mould'ring, perhaps, on your Shelves in 
Duſt and Obſcurity, to ſeek them out 15 your ſelves, (for many, 
very many other Paſſages there are, ſcatter*d up and down in it, to 
the ſame Purpoſe, which when once you have made yourſelves ac- 
quainted with and imbibed in your Minds, will be ready Money in 
Hand to you, and remove at once every Burthen of your Lives, be 
they ever ſo miſerable,)—To name, myſelf, therefore no more, let 


me conclude with thoſe excellent and moſt comfortable Words of 


St. Peter to a Chriſtian, but to none other, ** Bleſſed be the Lord Gd 
and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who according to his abun- 


* John iii, 16. Nom. vii. 23. 2 Cor, v. 1. 1 Cor, ili. 4. Phil. ini, 21. 
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Honour, and Immortality f,** that is, For the Chriſtian, “ 
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*« dant Mercy hath begotten us again by the Reſurrection of Jeſus 


«Chriſt from the Dead *.”—Begotten us again? To what ? It fol- 
los in the next Verſe, «© To an Inheritance incorruptible, and unde- 
filed, and that fadeth not away, reſerved in the Heavens,” — 

'But for whom ? St. Paul tells you bat, For them, and for them 
only, who by patient Continuance in Well-doing, ſeek for Glory, 


For the Chriſtian, and for no other all this is. And who would not 
now be a Chriſtian ? a genuine Chriſtian, not in Belief, and outward 


- Profeſſion only, but in Deed. Not an almeft, but an altogether one, 


—to be entitled to all this; to that bleſſed Inheritance . That fadeth 
not away, on the one. hand, and for neither Death, nor the Grave, 
nor the Devil to have any Power over him, on the other,” But for 
theſe to have no Power over a Man, Sin muſt have no Power over 
him, He muſt be a CHRISTIAN. 
In a Word, I ſhall end all with laying before you thoſe remarka- 
ble Words of the 229 Great Apoſtles, containing in them both the Doc- 
trine-and Application o all T have been ſaying in the ſuccincteſt and 
cleareſt Manner, 28. Know ye not that we Who have been | bap- 
'« tized into Chriſt, were baptized. into his Death, and that we are 
buried with him by Baptiſm into Death, that as Chriſt was raiſed 
up from the Dead to oh Glory of the Father, even ſo we alſo 
< ſhould walk in Newneſs of Life. Let not, / therefore, Ain reign in 
« your mortal Bodies, that ye ſhould - obey it in the Luſts thereof, 


but rather as 9bedrent Children, not faſhioning your ſelves according 


= tothe former Luſts, in your Ignorance, But as he who hath called 
© you i 18 N So be 2 e Hour, in all manner r of Converſation. 
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